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A toolkit to guide counsel working across jurisdictions through Practical Law's global content on
environmental, social and governance (ESG) factors. The toolkit links to resources for use globally,
in Australia and New Zealand, China, Canada, the EU, the UK, and the US. The terms corporate
responsibility (CR), corporate social responsibility (CSR) and sustainability are also used to refer to ESG
matters.
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This global toolkit links to Practical Law toolkits on environmental, social and governance (ESG) in Australia and New Zealand,
China, Canada, the EU, the UK, and the US.

The toolkits provide links to key Practical Law materials on common ESG factors in the relevant jurisdictions.
 

What Is ESG?

ESG is an umbrella term for a broad range of environmental, social and governance factors against which investors can assess
the behaviour of the entities they are considering for investment. ESG is the term often preferred by the investment world when
using these types of factors to assess corporate behaviour, evaluate the future financial performance of companies (particularly
in the long term), and to manage risk.

The terms corporate responsibility (CR), corporate social responsibility (CSR) and sustainability are also sometimes used to
refer to a broad range of environmental and social responsibility behaviours demonstrated by businesses.

The following diagram illustrates the types of factors that are commonly included in the concept of ESG. However, the ESG
factors that are relevant to a particular business will differ depending on the sector and the countries in which the business
operates and its supply chain.

 

General ESG Materials

This section links to resources that provide general ESG guidance. Some are relevant internationally or across many
jurisdictions, although they may include some material that is specific to one jurisdiction.

 

Introduction, Horizon-Scanning and ESG Guidance
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Practice note, Environmental, social and governance (ESG): an introduction (UK) provides an introduction to ESG, the
increased interest in recent years and related work for lawyers.

Article, ESG in a complex world: immaturity exposed discusses how recent global upheavals expose the difficulties in applying
a one-size-fits-all approach to ESG.

Video, Environmental, social and governance (ESG): what is it and what is the lawyer's role? (UK) is a discussion of the
importance of ESG and the role of lawyers and consultants.

Practice note, ESG horizon scanning: policy and legal measures (UK) sets out the key legal and policy drivers on ESG for
corporates and financial institutions. It covers international initiatives, as well as EU and UK initiatives.

Practice note, ESG horizon scanning: timeline of developments (UK) provides a series of high-level timelines focused on new
and emerging ESG initiatives expected in the short-term and beyond. It covers international initiatives, as well as EU and UK
initiatives.

Climate change and sustainability work by international financial services authorities: tracker (UK) sets out key developments
on climate change and sustainability at an international level that impact on financial services firms.

Practice note, Environmental, social and governance (ESG) guidance: tools for companies and investors (UK) links to the
key frameworks and guidance for businesses on ESG; the key tools for investors to use in integrating ESG issues into their
investment decisions; and the key ethical indices and lists that compare businesses according to their ESG performance.

The June 2022 issue of PLC Magazine is dedicated to articles on topical ESG matters (see PLC Magazine: June 2022 (UK)).

Key Developments in ESG and Climate Disclosure Tracker (US) sets out key developments regarding guidance and rulemaking
issued by the US Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) related to ESG and climate disclosure, changes affecting
established reporting frameworks and standard setters, and efforts to create a global standard for sustainability reporting.
 

Addressing ESG In Business

Practice note, Developing a corporate responsibility (CR) strategy and CR reporting (UK) provides practical guidance for a
business to develop a CR (CSR or ESG) strategy and report on relevant activity.

Climate change and ESG: practical first steps on governance and reporting for companies and boards (UK) identifies key
practical steps for companies and the board to address governance and reporting on climate change and sustainability and
provides a timeline of suggested actions in relation to governance, stakeholder mapping and communication, and reporting.

Practice note, Climate-related and environmental disclosures: guidance and voluntary reporting frameworks (UK) discusses
voluntary reporting on environmental (including climate change) matters. It also considers some of the more prominent reporting
schemes and commitments that companies can participate in.

Article, Responsible and sustainable business conduct: everyone's business (UK) sets out a strategic stakeholder, legal and risk
governance approach to responsible and sustainable business conduct.

Practice note, ESG in private equity transactions: practical considerations (UK) offers practical guidance (from a lawyer's
perspective) on ESG due diligence and the negotiation of ESG protections (including warranties) in transactional and equity
documents.
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http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-018-4384?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/8-501-7176?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-031-7246?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-032-4072?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-013-0458?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
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http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-030-3220?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-012-9466?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-023-9517 
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/1-501-2747?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-023-6514?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-026-2205?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
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Video, Key ESG considerations (1): company perspective (UK) discusses why companies need to take ESG seriously (including
increasing investor pressure), what companies should do and independent verification of ESG performance.

Video, Key ESG considerations (2): investor perspective (UK) explains what has prompted investors to take ESG seriously,
what investors are doing, the regulatory pressures on companies and related governance issues.

Article, ESG finance: investing in a brighter future (UK) aims to demystify ESG finance and sets out considerations for a
company seeking to fund itself using ESG finance products, focusing on core loan and bond products.

Article, ESG standards and ratings: know the score (UK) considers how a company’s performance against ESG criteria can be
measured, including by the use of global standards and by ratings and reporting providers.

Practice note, ESG Disclosures & Sustainability Reporting Frameworks (US) discusses ESG issues, voluntary sustainability
disclosure guidelines and reporting frameworks, and third-party ESG reporting and ratings firms.

Article, Rise of the Chief Sustainability Officer Role (US) explores the Chief Sustainability Officer role of SEC-reporting
companies and how it has evolved in the last decade.

Article, Addressing Social Justice Issues: Implications for the Board (US) discusses the current pressures on companies to
address issues of social justice and the key implications for boards.

Article, Corporate Social Responsibility, Corporate Sustainability, and the Role of the Board (US) explores the role of the
board of directors regarding corporate social responsibility and corporate sustainability issues.

Practice note, Competition Law and Sustainability (Global) discusses the current state of play of sustainability in the context
of competition law in several key jurisdictions.
 

Global ESG Materials By Topic

This section links to resources that provide multi-jurisdictional or cross-jurisdictional ESG guidance on individual ESG topics.
The resources are relevant internationally or across many jurisdictions, although they may include some material that is specific
to one jurisdiction.

 

Environment

Environmental factors relate to how a company performs as a steward of the natural environment. For resources that are relevant
in any or many jurisdictions, see:

• Environment Global Guide.

• Quick Compare: Environmental Reporting and Liability.

• Major Projects: Environmental Risks Global Guide.

http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-031-1558?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-031-4704?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-035-4875?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-035-4811?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-009-2927?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-031-7834?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-030-2875?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-009-0280?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-035-2035?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Browse/Home/International/CorporateGovernanceandDirectorsDutiesGlobalGuide?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&navId=9E56702DA9D05D901F979C32433E487C&comp=pluk 
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Charts/ec7f134d6ed74486b5f0cf6c1b0307cc 
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Browse/Home/International/MajorProjectsEnvironmentalRisksGlobalGuide?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&navId=CD60C62612E373E42A1E4A2E5548F87B&comp=pluk 
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• Practice note, Climate change litigation (UK).

• Practice note, UNFCCC, the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement (UK).

• Practice note, Task Force on Climate-related Financial Disclosures (TCFD): recommendations for disclosing climate-
related financial information: overview (UK).

• Practice note, Habitats and wildlife: international conventions (UK).

• Practice note, Environmental policies (UK).

• Practice note, Climate-related and environmental disclosures: guidance and voluntary reporting frameworks (UK).

 

Social

Social factors relate to how a company manages relationships with its employees, suppliers, customers, and the communities
it operates in. For resources that are relevant in any or many jurisdictions, see:

• Employee Share Plans Global Guide.

• Employment and Employee Benefits Global Guide.

• Note for the board on Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (UK).

 

Governance

Governance factors relate to the company’s leadership, executive pay, audits, internal controls and shareholder rights. For
materials that are relevant in any or many jurisdictions, see:

• Corporate Governance and Directors' Duties Global Guide.

• Practice note, Climate change and ESG: practical first steps on governance and reporting for companies and boards
(UK).

• Video, Company secretary: how you can facilitate ESG and governance integration (UK).

• Practice note, Corporate governance: key developments tracker.

• Conflicts of Interest Toolkit.

• Practice note, Anti-corruption regimes in the UK and US: a comparison of the UK Bribery Act 2010 and the US Foreign
Corrupt Practices Act 1977.

• Anti-money laundering toolkit: International AML resources.

• Russia Sanctions and Related Considerations Toolkit.

• Practice note, Note for the board on anti-corruption: Cross-border.

http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-024-0459?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/5-385-9604?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-022-4639?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-022-4639?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-025-0670?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/3-500-7783?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/1-501-2747?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Browse/Home/International/EmployeeSharePlansGlobalGuide?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&comp=pluk 
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Browse/Home/International/EmploymentandEmployeeBenefitsGlobalGuide?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&comp=pluk 
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/8-628-4673?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Browse/Home/International/CorporateGovernanceandDirectorsDutiesGlobalGuide?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&navId=9E56702DA9D05D901F979C32433E487C&comp=pluk 
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-023-9517?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-031-4687?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/9-501-8811?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-029-1852?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/0-503-0676?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/0-503-0676?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/0-517-9691?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)#co_anchor_a722090
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-034-6658?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-007-6352?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
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• Standard clause, Anti-bribery and corruption standard clause.

 

Jurisdiction-Specific Toolkits

 

Australia and New Zealand

Environmental, social and governance (ESG) toolkit: Australia and New Zealand links to Practical Law's key resources on
ESG issues and regulation in Australia and New Zealand.
 

Canada

Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) Toolkit: Canada links to the key Practical Law content on common ESG factors
and regulation in Canada.
 

China

Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) Toolkit: China links to the main Practical Law resources on common ESG factors
and regulation under the law of China.
 

EU

Environmental, social and governance (ESG) toolkit: EU links to key Practical Law resources on common ESG factors and
regulation under EU law.

Practice note, A guide to key resources: sustainable finance signposts Practical Law content on sustainable finance, focusing
on the UK and the EU.
 

UK

Environmental, social and governance (ESG) toolkit: UK links to key Practical Law UK resources on common ESG factors
and regulation, focusing on the law of England and Wales, although many of the resources are relevant to the whole of the UK.

Practice note, A guide to key resources: sustainable finance signposts Practical Law content on sustainable finance, focusing
on the UK and the EU.
 

http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-005-9222?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-031-7611?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-034-8588?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-034-8313?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-034-6598?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-034-3906?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/9-502-2097?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/w-034-3906?originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
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US

Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) Toolkit: US links to resources that provide specific ESG and CSR guidance
broken down by topic, focusing on US law. It also includes non-ESG-specific resources that may assist counsel in developing
and implementing ESG programs.

ESG Disclosure Toolkit links to resources that assist issuers and their counsel in navigating the increased attention on corporate
sustainability, climate risk, and other ESG issues and disclosure and reporting requirements in the US.

ESG in the Supply Chain Toolkit links to resources focused on ESG-related supply chain issues and compliance in the US.

END OF DOCUMENT
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