
Why Westlaw 
Classic?

Westlaw® Classic is the industry’s most preferred online legal research service. 
With Westlaw Classic, you can find the legal information you are looking for quickly 
and confidently so you can build the strongest argument possible. 



KeyCite 
20 years ago, KeyCite® emerged as the industry’s  
most complete, accurate, up-to-the-minute citation 
service. You can use it to instantly verify whether a case, 
statute, regulation, or administrative decision is still  
good law. 

Most Negative Treatment Citation 
Save time by having the most important information 
available immediately. The Most Negative Treatment 
Citation provides critical details about the negative 
treatment that generated a red or yellow KeyCite flag, 
right on the face of the document. And our editorial 
systems ensure the information you are relying on is 
accurate and up to date. 

Graphical KeyCite
Graphical KeyCite® traces a case through the appellate 
process and puts every reversal, rehearing, reconsideration, 
or other case proceeding into context. 

Graphical KeyCite displays the direct history of a case  
with each court decision referenced in a box at the 
appropriate court level (U.S. Supreme Court, State High 
Court, Intermediate Court, or Trial Court). The connecting 
arrows clarify the route of the case through the courts. 

Inline KeyCite flags
You can choose to have inline KeyCite flags appear within 
a case or brief to show the most negative treatment within 
the document. You can even include inline KeyCite flags 
when delivering (printing or emailing) a case or brief. 

Federal Notice of Appeal KeyCite flag 
The blue-striped flag indicates when a case has an appeal 
pending in federal court. KeyCite is the only citator service 
that provides federal appeals notification. This flag is fully 
integrated with dockets. A link to the docket appears atop 
the case for investigation. You can also set up a KeyCite 
Alert to monitor the case. The blue-striped flag: 

•  Warns that the case has been appealed to the 
 U.S. Court of Appeals or the U.S. Supreme Court 

•  Appears in the results list and at the top of a case;  
also in the History tab and Graphical KeyCite 

•  Is neutral and won’t appear in the Negative Treatment tab 

•  Is removed when a decision is reached by the  
reviewing court 

Why Westlaw Classic?  
Commitment to accuracy.

Inline KeyCite flags appear within a case or brief to show the most negative treatment within the document. 



KeyCite Alert 
Easily monitor new information affecting the status of your 
case, statute, regulation, or administrative decision and stay 
on top of late-breaking changes. KeyCite Alert automatically 
sends you updates when a document’s KeyCite information 
changes, at whatever frequency you specify. 

Tax subsections
Filter KeyCite citing references down to specific subsections 
of federal tax statutes and regulations. This functionality 
is exclusive to Title 26 of the USCA® and CFR. 

Court corrections 
Our editorial process ensures that every arriving case is 
thoroughly checked for accuracy before it’s posted to Westlaw 
Classic. Our attorney-editors work closely with the courts to 
identify and correct errors ranging from erroneous citations  
to misspellings to substantive factual and legal inaccuracies. 

Graphical Statutes 
Graphical Statutes® present an easy-to-read, interactive timeline that identifies every change to a statute 
and links to the documents that contributed to or affected that change. 

Graphical Statutes include: 
• Enacting and amending public laws and session laws 
•  Legislative history materials (e.g., bill drafts, reports, journals, and the Congressional Record) 
• Cases that negatively impact the statute 
• Prior versions of the statute 
• Legislation that has been enacted but has not yet been codified 

Graphical Statutes present an easy-to-read, interactive timeline that identifies every change to a statute, plus more.



Market-leading content
Westlaw Classic provides superior resources to help you 
build the strongest possible argument. 

Primary Law
Westlaw Classic offers a comprehensive collection of state 
and federal caselaw, statutes, regulations, court rules, 
and administrative materials. 
You get exclusive online access to the National Reporter 
System® and the most current caselaw content, with 
rulings from the U.S. Supreme Court typically published 
online within five minutes of the decision. All other cases 
post within a few hours to a few days of receipt. 

Westlaw Classic provides full coverage of statutes  
and regulations covering all 50 states, the District  
of Columbia, and other territories, as well as the most 
comprehensive Annotated CFR and exclusive access  
to the USCA. No other service offers a statute index  
in all 50 states and the District of Columbia, making  
it easy to find the law you need, even if you are unsure  
of the exact language. 

Exclusive analytical materials 
Access the industry’s most well-respected analytical content. 
No other legal research provider offers the complete ALR® 
(American Law Reports) series, which is one of the leading 
research and case-finding tools. Westlaw Classic also has an 
unparalleled collection of top analytical resources, such as 
Wright & Miller Federal Practice and Procedure®, C.J.S.® 
(Corpus Juris Secundum®), COA® (Causes of Action), the 
complete Am Jur® Library, the complete Restatements of 
the Law, and more. With thousands of treatises, journals, 
and authoritative texts for the legal profession, you can be 
confident that you’ll find all of the information you need. 

Litigation documents 
Access the most comprehensive online collection of 
litigation materials including pleadings, motions, and 
memoranda for all 50 states, state and federal appellate 
briefs, trial court orders, expert testimony, and much 
more. Many Westlaw Classic resources are designed 
specifically for litigators, offering relevant content to  
help you at every step of the litigation process. 
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Broader coverage. 



Attorney-editor enhancements 
Our bar-admitted expert attorney-editors analyze, 
categorize, and summarize the law and build tools to  
help researchers understand the law and find on-point 
materials quickly. 

West Key Number System 
The West Key Number System® is the de facto classification 
system for all American law. Thomson Reuters® attorney-
editors index cases under more than 400 topics and 100,000 

points of law, allowing you to quickly  
find other cases that address your exact  
point of law in any jurisdiction. Topic and  
Key Numbers also help you find cases  

stating or applying a legal concept, even if those terms  
aren’t in the opinion. 

Thomson Reuters headnotes 
We summarize the points of law within a case in a 
headnote that either lays out the blackletter law or 
applies the law to the facts of the case – making it easier 
to review the key issues of an opinion. Each year, we 
categorize roughly 450,000 headnotes into the Key 
Number System. We also incorporate legal synonyms, 
acronyms, generic names, terms of art, and the legal 
relationship of the parties into head - notes, so your 
searches can retrieve on-point cases that you may 
otherwise miss. 

Thomson Reuters annotations and indexes 
Our comprehensive collection of state and federal 
annotated statutes and the industry’s most 
comprehensive annotated CFR make the law easier  
to find and interpret. Our notes of decisions (or 
“annotations”) provide summaries of important cases 
interpreting a statute, for the full picture of how the courts 
construe and apply the statute. Searching annotated 
statutes and regulations will retrieve relevant documents 
that a text-only search might miss. 

Westlaw Classic is also the only online provider of 
alphabetical indexes for statutes in all 50 states and the 
District of Columbia, USCA, and the CFR. With 20 million 
references categorized by topic, our online indexes provide 
quick links to the most relevant statutes and regulations – 
without having to run a search. 

Search engine designed for law 
WestSearch® was developed in-house by top lawyers, 
technologists, and scientists who understand the nuances 
of the law and the important connections that need to be 
made for meaningful research. 

Our editorial excellence is at the heart of WestSearch – 
tools like the Key Number System, KeyCite, headnotes, 
notes of decisions, proprietary indexes, and leading 
publications like American Law Reports (ALR), American 
Jurisprudence (Am Jur), Corpus Juris Secundum (C.J.S.), 
and Causes of Action (COA). 

WestSearch combines market-leading content with 
advanced search technology to deliver the best results – 
including relevant documents that use phrasing different 
from your query. You’ll find what you need in minutes,  
not hours. 

The global search box, powered by WestSearch, appears at the top of every 
page on Westlaw Classic. 

Why Westlaw Classic?  
Better organized and connected. 



More enhancements
We continually invest in Westlaw Classic so you have  the most 
advanced legal technology at your fingertips. Accelerate and 
optimize your legal research with the latest enhancements to 
Westlaw Classic. 

Westlaw Answers 
Provides specific answers to common types of legal questions, 
plus the ability to click on links to authoritative court decisions.  
A type-ahead display allows you to quickly view questions with 
the answers shown above your research results. 

Research Recommendations 
Ensures accurate and thorough research by presenting legal 
issue-patterns in your document interactions, and by finding 
additional relevant documents and Key Numbers recommended 
from editorial tools and common usage patterns. 

Snapshots 
Helps you to zero in on related search information by retrieving 
background history on attorneys, judges, experts, companies, 
and select popular statutes. Simply click on a linked name to 
access more detailed information in Profiler, Company 
Investigator, and Statutes. 

Folder Analysis 
Ensures you’re considering every issue by identifying legal issues 
present through automatic analysis of cases in a folder. You  
can then view additional recommended cases, see as visual 
representation of issues, and navigate documents by issue. 

Research Report 
Creates a professional report summarizing research in your 
folder. Use Table of Contents links to navigate your report and 
jump to links available. You can also display all annotations 
including shared notes, edit notes from the summary screen, 
and Copy with Reference. Easily share your report by email, 
print, download or send via Dropbox. 

Shared Notes 
Bring your colleagues up to speed and easily collaborate 
with Shared Notes. You can share inline or document-level 
notes, or with a single click you can share all your notes. 

Access anytime, anywhere 
Westlaw Classic mobile technology gives you crucial flexibility, 
so your research is ready when you are.

Westlaw mobile app for iPad® and iPhone® 
With the award-winning Westlaw mobile app, research  
begun in one place can be continued on any device – anytime, 
anywhere – even offline. 

Integrated workflow 
Westlaw Classic offers more than just traditional legal research. 
You can also access other legal tools and resources, such as: 

Westlaw Today
Powered by Reuters®, Westlaw Today provides timely and 
comprehensive news and exclusive analysis so you can know 
what happened and why it matters. By bringing together best-
in-class legal content and award-winning journalism, you can 
confidently keep up with the latest developments and reinforce 
your value to clients. 

Public records 
While other public records research tools require you to go to 
multiple links to find what you’re looking for, PeopleMap is on 
Westlaw Classic, so everything you need is in one place. You can 
do a global search from the Westlaw Classic homepage, or use 
one of 25 search templates – so you have the freedom to 
personalize your research for the way you work best. 

Practical Law 
Integrated with Westlaw Classic, Practical Law provides the 
legal know-how needed to practice law more efficiently. 
Practical Law goes beyond primary law and traditional legal 
research to give lawyers a better starting point by offering 
standard documents, checklists, legal updates, how-to guides, 
and more – created and continuously maintained by our 230+ 
expert attorney-editors. 

iPad and iPhone are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in 
the U.S. and other countries. 
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For more information please contact  
your sales representative.

https://legal.thomsonreuters.com/en/products/westlaw

